CHAPTER 5. TRANSPORTATION
Current Conditions
During the 1990’s, a substantial investment was made to add capacity to the central Lake
County transportation system, including an expanded roadway system, additional
commuter rail facilities, and the continuing development of a bikeway system. Since
1993, $15.5 million has been invested by the Village in the transportation system in
Grayslake. In addition, federal, state, and county agencies have also invested funds to add
capacity to the transportation system. These efforts have greatly expanded the capacity of
the road and commuter rail systems and have resulted in the construction of one of the
most complete community-wide bike path systems in the metropolitan region.
The entire transportation system in the Grayslake area has experienced a substantial
increase in use during the last ten years due to both local and county-wide growth. While
major Village collectors are of sufficient design capacity, a high level of rush hour traffic
congestion on state and county roads is currently evident, and new commuter parking
facilities reach capacity soon after construction.
The Future
Central Lake County will experience significant residential and employment growth in
the next 20 years. Population projections adopted by the Northeastern Illinois Plan
Commission (NIPC) forecast the addition of over 60,000 new residents in communities to
the north and west of Grayslake (see Table 10: Area Community Population Growth
Projections). NIPC also forecasts an increase in employment from (1990) 14,000 to
31,000 in those communities (see Table 11: Area Community Employment Growth
Projections). NIPC forecasts increasing traffic volumes on these roadways which will,
without substantial transportation expansions, make the current conditions worse.
Substantial transportation investments will be required in the next 20 years to
accommodate this forecasted population and employment growth.
Table 10: List of Area Community Population Growth Projections
Municipality
Antioch
Grayslake
Lake Villa
Lindenhurst
Round Lake
Round Lake Beach
Round Lake Park

2000
8,788
18,506
5,864
12,539
5,842
25,859
6,038

Source: Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission
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2030
30,594
24,094
16,546
19,843
27,338
29,900
9,954

Table 11: List of Area Community Employment Growth Projections
Municipality
Antioch
Grayslake
Lake Villa
Lindenhurst
Round Lake
Round Lake Beach
Round Lake Park

2000
4,098
4,899
1,710
567
2,054
3,396
205

2030
7,228
10,466
2,792
2,348
9,597
5,359
6,470

Source: Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission
Failure to provide for substantial road, commuter rail, and bike/pedestrian improvements
will, in the context of the forecasted growth, adversely affect the Village’s quality of life,
reduce residential property values, and severely inhibit the Village’s ability to retain
existing businesses and attract new ones.
Goal: Protect and improve the Village’s quality of life and enhance the Village’s ability
to retain and attract business through expansion of all portions of the
transportation system to meet forecasted local and county-wide growth.
Transportation Action Plan:
A. Support the continued expansion of the road transportation system in Central Lake
County (see Figure 38: Road System Expansion Map), including:
1. Expansion of Route 45 (by the State of Illinois) to meet projected traffic volumes;
2. Traffic flow improvements on Route 120, between Lincoln Avenue and Harris
Road (by the State of Illinois);
3. Realignment of Route 83 south of its intersection with Route 137 (by the State of
Illinois) to meet an extended Atkinson Road;
4. Expansion of Route 83, from Route 120 through its intersection with Shorewood
Road, within the existing right-of-way (by the State of Illinois);
5. Expansion of Washington Street (by Lake County) to meet projected traffic
volumes;
6. Development of sufficient regional east/west capacity to meet forecasted demand
through the development of a Route 120 bypass, as a stand-alone project or as
part of the Route 53 extension proposal (by the State of Illinois);
7. Expand and enhance the pedestrian pathway system and continue efforts to
connect to the Lake County Forest Preserve trail system.
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8. Construction of the Route 53 extension, in accordance with the Village’s adopted
Grayslake FAP 342 Tollway Bifurcation Analysis;
9. Construction of an extension of Atkinson Road, from Route 120 to Route 137.
The extension of Atkinson Road has no connection to Highgate Lane;
10. Expansion of Brae Loch Road, east of Lancer Lane to meet increased collegerelated traffic volumes;
11. Expansion of Shorewood Road, between Route 83 and Rollins Road.
B. Support expansion of commuter rail service through:
1. Development of the commuter rail station at the Washington Street site;
2. Continued support for expanded commuter service resulting from the
development of an additional track on the Wisconsin Central system;
3. Support of transit oriented development, at sites designated (see Figure 14:
T.O.D. Location Map) in this Plan, which will support higher usage levels for
commuter rail service.
4. Support development of a train station in the Village Center.
C. Continue to develop the community pedestrian circulation system by:
1. Continued development of the bike path system as shown in Figure 39: Bike Path
System;
2. Construction or designation of key sidewalk linkages or the designation of
existing sidewalks within the community, as shown on Figure 40: Sidewalk
Linkages;
3. Continued investment in the bike path system as an important community amenity
by:
a) construction of shelters, information kiosks, and other path amenities
throughout the system;
b) implementation of a system-wide signage and identification plan for the
system;
c) encouraging ongoing year-round use of the path system.
4. Development of appropriate linkages of the Village’s path system to the systems
of other local governments within the context of area-wide path plans.
5. Interconnecting all retail/commercial, industrial, residential, commuter recreation,
educational, and neighborhood areas with the Village’s path system.
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